
2020 Florida District SDMI Chairpersons’ Report 
 
To the Florida District: 
 
We would like to express our sincere gratitude in allowing us the privilege to serve as your SDMI co-chairs for 
the 2019-2020 church year.  Thank you for your trust in allowing us to lead and for your hard work on the 
frontlines of making Christlike disciples.  We also want to thank our District Superintendent, Rev Dale Schaeffer, 
for your encouragement and support of SDMI and for your leadership and vision.   
 
The mission of SDMI is: 
 

• Not just making disciples, but making disciple-makers. 

• Not just leadership development, but discipling leaders. 

• Not just pastoral service, but lay ministry. 

• Not just for adults, but for every age. 

• Not just for the church, but for the lost. 

• Not just for a season, but a lifetime. 

• Not just doing, but being. 
 
One of the most vital functions of your Florida District SDMI has been the resourcing of churches in the area of 
Children’s Ministry. Bible Quizzing and Kid’s Camp continue to be important areas of ministry each year.  This 
year we made the decision to move our District Kids Camp to Lake Placid CCC.  We are excited for the new 
partnership between the Florida District and Lake Placid.  For the second year, we hosted the SPARK Conference 
for Children’s leaders, led by Trey and Candice Brooks.  Bible Quizzing continues to see increases in numbers of 
participating churches and quizzers.  A special thank you to Alfa Renegar for coordinating our District Quiz 
ministry.     
 
Over the past several years the District SDMI and the Children’s Ministry Council has wrestled with how to have 
a greater impact in equipping and resourcing churches to develop strong, safe, and inviting children’s ministry in 
the local context. As some of our churches have embarked on a journey of revitalization, the need for help in 
this area has been identified as well.  Our dream was for the district to have a point person who could work with 
local churches in assessing their children’s ministry needs, developing strategies, and implementation of plans so 
that this would be a vital, attractive, ministry of the church. If you reach a family with children, you can have 
generational impact. 
 
This year that dream is becoming a reality.  Rev. Ryan Martin, who served as a full-time Children’s Pastor on the 
local level and as the District Children’s Ministry Director approached us with his willingness to serve in this 
district resourcing position. He has resigned his full-time assignment to serve as a volunteer. Ryan now serves as 
our District Pastor for Children and Family Ministries. The SDMI and District have committed financial resources 
to help local churches that wish to take advantage of this resourcing opportunity. If your local church is 
interested, please reach out to Ryan or Ashok for more information. 
 
All disciples should be raising someone up to replace them so they can invest in other discipling endeavors.  It 
has been a pleasure for me (Hugh) to serve as SDMI Chair since 2007.  This past year Ashok Dhanarajan has 
served with me as the Co-SDMI Chair. He is an excellent leader who has vision and passion. I am excited to see 
what God will do as Ashok leads us in Making Christlike Disciples. 
 
As we shared with the District Assembly delegates last year, SDMI is “more than a program, method, or theme.”  
Your SDMI leadership looks forward with hope and excitement as we work together to make Christlike disciples.   
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 

HUGH KING, District SDMI Co-Chairman            ASHOK DHANARAJAN, District SDMI Co-Chairman 


